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Avanti Communications Avanti would like to take this opportunity to thank the Greek telecoms 
regulator (“EETT”) for the opportunity to provide and contribute to this proceeding.  
 
Avanti sells satellite data communications services to telecoms companies which use them to supply 
residential, enterprise and institutional users. Avanti's first satellite called HYLAS 1, launched on 
November 26th 2010 is the first superfast broadband satellite launched in Europe. Avanti’s second 
satellite, called HYLAS 2, is on target for launch in Q2 2012 which will have coverage over Greece. 
 
The demand for spectrum never abates, and over the years satellite systems have responded to this 
increasing demand by developing ever-more efficient and powerful space and ground segments.  
Satellite markets have responded to this demand for spectrum by developing brand new state-of-
the-art systems that use Ka band spectrum. We believe t is essential for the EETT to continue to 
support the satellite sector’s access to this spectrum and enable the development and roll-out of 
existing and planned Ka-band satellite systems to satisfy the demand for communications services 
for Greek businesses, institutions and citizens. 
 
Avanti’s response to this consultation is based on its own experience within the EU providing Ka-
band services. We have seen that in some countries the difficulties in the roll-out of planned services 
for customers exist mainly due to a lack of implementation of CEPT ‘HEST’ Decision ECC/DEC/ (06)03 
and a lack of the necessary regulatory mechanisms at the national level, which lead to significant 
differences in the amount of spectrum license fees within these countries.   
A key objective of setting spectrum fees is to aid transparency of national licensing and to clarify the 
justification for administrative fees and spectrum fees. These spectrum licence fees should not be 
used as a source of profit. It is also worth mentioning that the spectrum licensing fees for Ka-band 
VSATs should not be developed based on traditional Ku-band 13.0 – 14.5 GHz and 10.0 – 12.0 GHz 
licensing models, as this will lead to very high spectrum license fees for Ka-band spectrum. If 
excessive fees are charged for Ka-band VSAT use to the Ka-band service provider, this cost is then 
passed to the end customer. Based on our experience this acts as a deterrent for the growth of 
satellite based services at Ka-band (including for rural broadband) and so in effect stymies ICT 
development and reduction of the digital divide.  
 
Avanti has seen some EU countries (e.g. Ireland, Sweden, UK) adapting a light licensing regime for 
Ka-band VSATs operating in the 29.5 – 30.0 / 19.7 – 20.2 GHz band with zero spectrum licence fees 
We believe the same approach should be adopted by the EETT. This will help ensure citizens and 
business inside Greece can enjoy the economical benefits of new Ka-band satellites services.  
 
Finally Avanti encourages the EETT to show greater simplification of licensing procedures to be able 
to maintain appropriate market access conditions to seek harmonised conditions and principles for 
license and access fees. We would specifically request that EETT implement the above referenced 
CEPT HEST Decision relative to exempting from individual licensing Ka-band VSATs in the 29.5 – 
30.0 / 19.7 – 20.2 GHz. This will allow satellite services to bring their benefits to all Greek citizens, 
which will encourage growth and prosperity and advance the national interests.  
 
 


